
Name:  ___________________________            Grade:  _________________________ 
Due:  Friday April 18th 

Challenge of the Week 1- Looking Closely at Cells 
 
 

We have spent the last week looking closely at life around us and specifically at 
cells that make life work.  This is your opportunity to choose a few exciting 
specimens from the world around us and look and think about their cellular 
structure. 
 
Your job is to find 3-4 specialized cells and compare and contrast them with one 
another.  
 
Examples of specialized cells: 
A human cheek cell, a human hair cell, a frog liver cell, an onion skin cell (uncooked), 
an onion skin cell (cooked), a green pepper cell (cooked or uncooked), a cell from 
(UNICELLULAR ORGANISM???) 
 
Where do you get these cells?  
You can find them outside, around your house, in the classroom, or you may use 
prepared cell slides in the classroom. 
 
What your project will look like: 
There will be two CONNECTED components: 
1.  Visual- you must visually represent the cells that you have chosen.  This can be a 
series of drawings, a poster, or any other medium that you can think of.   

 Your visual must show the cell shape and structure. 
 If any organelles can be seen, label them. 
 Your visual must be neatly colored. 
 Your visual must be an accurate and up-close representation of your cells 

(use a microscope to complete your drawings). 
 
2.  Written (7-10 sentences)- you must use words to describe the similarities and 
differences between each of your cell types, focusing specifically on the JOBS of 
each cell.  Make sure you answer these questions: 

 What are the jobs of each of the three cells? 
 How are these cells similar to one another? 
 How are these cells different from one another? 
 If you can see any individual organelles, describe their functions. 
 Your written component should be neatly written. 

 
 


